
Range of Evidence 
 
One very important principle on which this qualification is founded is that students should 
be confident and competent in applying their knowledge and skill to the whole spectrum of 
children and young people care  situations.  This means that students must be able to 
display knowledge and understanding of how the principles impact on children and young 
people throughout the age spectrum from birth to 18 years. This is known as the RANGE of 
evidence i.e. that students can display knowledge and understanding across the age range 
of care. 
 
Increasingly, child care roles and jobs demand skills across the age range whereas in the 
past may have predominated in pre-school care. 
 
Consequently when answering tasks in each of the course assignments you will be expected 
to display an understanding of the impact of the principles being discussed to different age 
groups within the care population, right up to age 18.  If, for example, your experience 
relates to care environments in the pre-school sector, naturally your evidence will be based 
upon that age group.  You should however include notes on how this may vary and differ for 
other age groups, and this may involve additional research, talking to other care staff in 
other sectors, or arranging a visit to a school or college in a different age group sector. To 
help in explaining how you should approach this some examples of the differences are 
provided below: 
 

• Older age groups tend to be much more influenced by their peers and you should 
include in your answers (where appropriate) the effect of peer groups on learners’ 
behaviour and attitudes. 

 
• As children get older they are also much more influenced by media, culture, role 

models, fashion etc, and you should be able to demonstrate an understanding of 
these influences on learner’s behaviour and aspirations. 

 
• Older pupils are more influenced by emotional needs and social networking which 

can again be a significant influence on behaviour and the role of teaching support. 
 

• Many older young people will be independent or semi-independent and certainly for 
17/18 year olds they will be in education by choice rather than by statute. In these 
cases, child care workers may well find that multi agency support  must involve 
additional agencies such as a housing association, a probation officer, and where the 
learner is also a parent, support may need to tale account of their own child’s needs. 

 
• Care workers in environments for older young people will often encounter and 

support people who are disaffected, who may be in residential care or in remand 
care.  Obviously in these situations, security and supervision issues may vary widely 
from that of infant/junior environments.  Conversely students over the school 
leaving age, in school or in college, attend voluntarily and so again issues related to 



uniform, attendance, absence during lunch breaks etc require a very different 
approach to younger learners. 

 
• Anther factor students must bear in mind that there are increasingly learners for 

whom English is a second language, who may be migrants and even victims of 
conflicts around the world.  Again these scenarios have great implications for 
teaching support staff. 

 
The above are just some examples of how the age and background of learners places 
different demands on teaching support staff and the qualification will expect that you can 
identify and discuss these issues as you answer the assignment tasks.   
 
Evidence of practical involvement must of course be based on the age group where your 
placement takes place but when attempting answer a task you should always ask yourself 
whether what you submit applies across the board.  If not you should comment on and 
show that you understand how variations in approach may be required where you 
encounter different learner groups. As a guide you should always consider a task in terms 
of how it affects children and young people in pre-school, junior school, and secondary 
school age groups 
 
To help with this you may want to research further how different approaches are taken and 
some suggestions for research could be: 
 

• Talk to a teacher who has experience of other age groups 
• Arrange a visit to a school or college with different aged learners than in your 

placement 
• Watch TV programmes which deal with children’s issues such as Hollyoaks and 

Waterloo Road 
• Read about different approaches form article in the education press (e.g. Times 

Educational Supplement - http://www.tes.co.uk/) 
 

• Research different approaches from the major educational web sites such as: 
 

Department for Education  http://www.education.gov.uk/schools  
Teacher Development Agency  http://www.tda.gov.uk/support-staff.aspx 
BBC Schools Web pages   http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/ 
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